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“.COM”Bodia a few steps closer 
February has been a busy “digital” month. The much-debated Sub-

Decree No. 23 ANK/BK on the Establishment of the National 

Internet Gateway, which was signed by the PM on 16th February 

2021, continues to be a subject of concern for the private sector, for 

example due to the expected slowing down of internet speed and 

potential jeopardizing of confidentiality of commercial information. 

Further, the Draft Sub-Decree on the management and 

incentivization of digital start-ups (aimed at recognizing, 

incentivizing and facilitating digital start-ups) and the drafting of a 

2021-2035 digital policy framework (supporting the 

development of digital infrastructure, creating ‘digital citizens’, 

promoting digital businesses and building an e-government), has 

drawn our attention. Regarding the latter, amongst many other 

initiatives the Kingdom was able to welcome the implementation of 

the Online Public Services by the Ministry of Labour and 

Vocational Training, and Directive No 003 of the on 20th of February 
20, ordering the GDT to launch the online Tax on Income (ToI) E-

filing system, said to go live this month. 

P.2

DOUBLE REGISTRATION FOR 
FOOD PRODUCTS RESOLVED  

Transfer of responsibilities from 

MoH to MISTI 

P.6

EUROPEAN PATENTS IN 
CAMBODIA  

Have you applied yet for 

Cambodian validation of your 

EPO patents? 

P.7

INTERVIEW 
Interview with Denis Sainte-

Marie, Executive Director of 

EuroCham Cambodia 

F O U N D I N  G C H A M B  E R S  A N D N A T I O  N A L  C H  A P T E R  S

16 FEBRUARY 2021 - MEETING WITH H.E. MR. VENG SAKHON, MINISTER 

OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES WITH MEMBERS OF OUR 

AGRIBUSINESS COMMITTEE. CLICK TO READ THE PHNOM PENH POST’S 

COVERAGE and KHMER TIMES’ COVERAGE. 

https://www.phnompenhpost.com/business/eu-asked-order-more-agriculture-products
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/business/eu-asked-order-more-agriculture-products
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Double registration for food 
products resolved 
Notification No. 36 on the Minutes of the SME 

Support Committee ‘s Second Meeting eliminates 

the double registration requirements for food 

products and resolves the problem of concurring 

responsibilities from different ministries. The Ministry 

of Health discontinues the issuance of a Free Sale 

Certificate and Health Certificate for “food products” 

- except for drugs, supplementary drugs and 

cosmetics. The authorisation on the issuance of 

Health Certificate is now transferred to the Ministry of 

Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation 

(MISTI). For domestic sales and exports of food 

products, companies can voluntarily apply for a 

Health Certificate at MISTI, but this is not a 

requirement. EuroCham Cambodia was actively 

involved in advocating for this simplification, which 

has been warmly welcomed by many members.

“Cambodian Quality Products” label 

We remind members that 

they can now apply for a 

“Cambodian Quality 

Products” label at MISTI. To 

obtain the label, companies 

must a.o. (i) comply with 

Cambodian business 

registration rules; (ii) hold a 

valid permit according to the Law on Administration 

of Factory and Handicraft; (iii) obtain a certificate of 

conformity for their products at the Institute of 

Standards; and (iv) obtain a weight and measurement 

certificate from the National Metrology Centre. 

Contact us should you require assistance! 

ICT COMMITTEE ELECTS 
NEW EXCOM 

On 24 February, the ICT Committee 

held its AGM through a MS Teams 

session and elected its new ExCom via 

an online voting tool. Mr. Matthew 

Tippetts (Clik.Asia) was elected as new 

chairman and will be supported by Mr. 

Kenneth Tang (Vice-Chairman; 

Dynamic Technologies) and Mr. Ty 

Heang (Secretary/Treasurer; 

Cambodia Data Destruction).  We wish 

to sincerely thank Mr. Chris McCarthy 

(MangoTango) for his tremendous 

contribution to the committee in the 

past years. 

OTHER COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

HELD IN FEBRUARY: 

• Healthcare

• Real Estate and

Construction ExCom

• Tax

• Roundtable on Beer,

Wine & Spirits

Committee

SNAPSHOT 

On 18th February, the Real Estate and Construction 

Committee hosted its "Exclusive Real Estate Dinner", 

inviting a selection of 30 key players from the Cambodian 

real estate sector. This event anticipated EuroCham’s Tall 

Buildings Forum, taking place next quarter. 

Join us next 

time! 
assistant@eurocham-

cambodia.org 

mailto:assistant@eurocham-cambodia.org
mailto:assistant@eurocham-cambodia.org
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Recap: 
Construction Law 
It has been roughly a year and a half since the 

Cambodian Construction Law was 

promulgated on 2 November 2019. 

We remind you that the transitional provisions 

of the Law foresee in a two year period after 

its coming into force for (i) the owner of any 

construction that has already been built 

without a permit or built in breach of a permit 

to apply for a certificate of occupancy for the 

construction, if the construction requires a 

building permit; and (ii) any construction 

laboratory to apply for a permit or a business 

license. 

On 30 December of last year, Sub-Decree No. 

224 ANKr.BK on Construction Permits was 

issued, elaborating on the requirements for 

permits for different types of construction 

works and defining the scope of the permit 

requirement. 

On the same date, also Sub-Decrees No. 225 

and 226 ANKr.KB were issued, in particular 

addressing the certificate of occupancy and 

construction certificate. 

Our member law- and consultancy firms are 

able to provide you with thorough advice in 

construction matters. Check out our directory 

here to find the right contact. 

EuroCham’s Real Estate and Construction 

Committee (RECC) has been working recently 

with EU experts in the framework of the E-

READI (Enhanced Regional EU-ASEAN 

Dialogue Instrument) initiative on the 

promotion and adoption of EuroCodes in 

Cambodia. Join our RECC should you wish to 

be involved in this and future matters which 

are of importance to the real estate and 

constructions sector! More info via 

assistant@eurocham-cambodia.org.  

Consultation on Cambodia’s 
Macroeconomic & Fiscal 

Policy 

EuroCham joined a consultative meeting of the 

Ministry of Economy and Finance (MoEF) on 

Cambodia’s Macroeconomic & Fiscal Policy 

Framework 2021-2022 on 1st March 2021. We 

sincerely thank the Ministry for this interactive session 

and for giving us the opportunity to elaborate on our 

members’ concerns and our strategic focus as an 

organisation.  

In 2020, the global economy performed better than 

initially anticipated, due to a favourable rebound in 

the second half of the year. Where in June 2020 the 

global economic decline for 2020 was still estimated 

at -4.9% (-10.2% for EU), this figure could eventually 

be readjusted to a global decline of -3.5% (-7.2% EU). 

The opposite was true for the ASEAN 5, dropping 

from an estimated -2.0% to -3.7%, below the global 

average [figures IMF, WEO June 2020 and January 

2021]. Estimates for 2021 continue to show stark 

regional differences, for example with the Chinese 

economy projected to grow with 8.1%, almost 

double compared to the global and the EU’s average 

projected growth of 4.2%. 

Adjusted projections put Cambodia just below the 

global average, with a projected GDP growth of 4.0% 

in 2021, steadily increasing to 6.9% in 2024. 

Currently, an additional 200-300 million USD is 

reserved to support post-pandemic recovery in 

Cambodia. The inflation rate is expected to grow 

slightly to 3.0-3.1% and to remain stable until 2024. 

Article continues on the next page

http://mlmupc.gov.kh/items/612020153529Law%20on%20Construction.pdf
https://www.eurocham-cambodia.org/members-directory
mailto:assistant@eurocham-cambodia.org


4 

We also represented you at the: 

• Workshop on the Digital

Government Policy Framework and

Masterplan at the Ministry of Post

and Telecommunications (1st of

February)

• Launching event of Cambodia's

updated Nationally Determined

Contribution (NDC) at the Ministry

of Environment (8th of February)

• Mines and Energy Private Sector

Working Group meeting at the

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce

(18th of February)

• Consultative meeting on the Draft

Law on Land Management and

Urban Planning (19th of February)

• Workshop on the Implementation

of TEST Methodology and Climate

Change Mitigation in Industry

Sector by the Ministry of

Environment (26th of February)

Thanks to all committee members for 

their input and cooperation! 

 31 March 2021  

 Deadline for applying for and renewing foreign 

employees’ work permits. More info: 

https://fwcms.mlvt.gov.kh/  

We are glad to see that the Royal Government has 

taken on board the private sector’s 

recommendations for a stronger “new normal”, 

aiming to focus in a two-tiered approach on the 

growth-driving sectors (agriculture and agricultural 

products, SMEs, (eco)tourism and higher-valued 

garments) and secondly, on the emerging sectors (in 

particular the digital sector, assembly industries and 

medical devices and equipment). 

We very much welcome the government’s 

commitment, as part of its strategy, to focus on 

supporting digitalization, elevating the ease of doing 

business, incentivizing the formal economy and 

reducing logistics- and transport costs and its 

recognition that, to build resiliency, a stronger public 

administration, - human resources development, - 

key infrastructure development and focus on 

environmental sustainability is required. 

 

Join us next 

time! 
assistant@eurocham-

cambodia.org 

https://fwcms.mlvt.gov.kh/
mailto:assistant@eurocham-cambodia.org
mailto:assistant@eurocham-cambodia.org
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A FEW 

REGULATORY 

UPDATES 
• Sub-Decree on Amendment of Article 8 of
the Sub-Decree 129 issued on 17
September 2015 on Health Safety Measures
and Response to Pandemic at Check Points

• Sub-Decree on Customs Tax and Special
Tax Adjustments

• Sub-Decree on Establishment of National
Internet Gateway

• Sub-Decree on Quarantine Measures
against the spread of COVID-19

• MLVT Prakas on Online Labour and
Vocational Training Public Services

• MLVT Prakas on Labour Condition
Compliance Certificate

• MoJ Prakas on the establishment of the
Committee for the Promotion of Civil Servants
in all Type of Courts for 2021

• GDT Instruction on Guidelines on Annual
Tax on Income Declaration

• Directive to launch online Tax on Income
(ToI) E-filing system

• MLVT Instruction on the Implementation
of Better Factory Projects in Cambodia in the
Export of Garment, Textile, Cloth and Travel
Bag

• PPMA Instruction on Physical Distancing
Policies

• MLVT Notification on Postponement
of Labour and Vocational Training online
system

• MLVT Notification on TVET
Schools Suspension

• MLVT Notification on Suspension of
Physical Check Up

• MoEYS Notification on Strengthening of
Health Safety Study Measures in Educational
Institutions

• MoT Notification on Suspension of Gyms

• COM Letter
on Implementation of Regulations on Health
Safety Measures

• MoFAIC Letter on Vaccination Campaign
for Foreign Nationals

Many more available at LEGAL-E, EuroCham’s 
online legal library 

(www.eurocham-cambodia.org > info center; 
accessible to members only) 

MEETING WITH H.E. MR. KITTI SETTHA 
PANDITA CHAM PRASIDH, SENIOR 

MINISTER AND MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 

(MISTI) 

On 3 February 2021, EuroCham met with H.E. Kitti Settha 
Pandita CHAM Prasidh, Senior Minister and Minister of 
Industry, Science, Technology, and Innovation (MISTI), 
together with members of the Transport & Logistics 
Committee, the ICT Committee, the Automotive 
Committee and the Fast-Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) 
Working Group. 

The meeting was intended to further explore the successful 
cooperation between EuroCham and MISTI, to discuss the 
issues that were raised by the committee members and to 
get additional feedback on our White Book recommendations. 
Also global climate- and sustainable development goals were 
discussed, which could impact Cambodia as a sourcing 
destination and which need to be embraced by Cambodia in 
a way that benefits the private sector. EuroCham works hard to 
pitch Cambodia as +1 market for investors already active in 
South-East Asia and solicited MISTI’s support for increasing the 
ease of doing business in Cambodia, especially for small and 
medium-sized companies.  

http://www.eurocham-cambodia.org/
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European Patents 
in Cambodia 
This month marks the 2nd  anniversary 

of the validation agreement 

signed between the European 

Patent Office (EPO) and Cambodia 

on 1st of March 2018. Simply put, EU 

patent holders can request for 

protection of their patent in Cambodia 

without requiring to register a national 

patent in the Kingdom.  

This is not automatically the case 

– European patent holders need 

to seek validation of their patent 

with the EPO if they wish to obtain 

local protection. 

Pharmaceutical products can 

currently not benefit from the system, 

as these are not currently 

protected under Cambodian 

patent law (as a Least Developed 

Country, Cambodia does not have 

to protect pharmaceutical patents 

until 2033 under its WTO 

obligations).    

A validation fee of EUR 180 is payable to the EPO. 

The European patent must have a filing date on or after 1st of March 2018 to be eligible (older patents 

cannot benefit from the validation system). 

Granted European patents for which the validation fee has been paid to the EPO, can be validated in 

Cambodia within three months after publication of the granting by the EPO. The patent holder has to 

provide a translation of the claims into Khmer and English to the Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology, 

and Innovation (MISTI) and also pay the local publication fees.  Validated European patents in Cambodia 

confer the same rights as national Cambodian patents granted under Cambodian national patent law. 

→ More information can be obtained here and here. You can reach out to the European Patent Office or

our team for further information.

→ Agreement between the President of the European Patent Office and the Cambodian Minister of

Industry and Handicraft, signed January 23, 2017; Royal Kram No. NS/RKM/1117/017 on the Ratification

of the Agreement on Validation of European Patents between the Government of the Kingdom of

Cambodia and the European Patent Office of 24th of  November 2017; Prakas No. 282 MIH/2017 on the

Regulation and Procedures for the Validation of European Patents in Cambodia.

 Send your ad in HD to 
assistant@eurocham-cambodia.org 

(first come, first served) 

https://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/official-journal/2018/02/a16/2018-a16.pdf
https://50757e67-5be5-4632-894f-bed4523419d4.filesusr.com/ugd/3e39e9_b48fca8319784e9cb9794e6240a8bd5a.pdf
https://www.epo.org/service-support/contact-us.html
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More information? Discover our websites now. 

 

INTERVIEW 
With DENIS SAINTE-MARIE, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT EUROCHAM 
CAMBODIA* 

*A version of this interview was originally published  in

Focus Cambodia Magazine  Vol.  4 2021 (“Surfing the

Wave”, p.70 -  accessible  here)

WHAT SECTORS DOES EUROCHAM SEE AS PROMISING IN THE COMING 
YEARS, AND WHY? 
The Royal Government has set its eyes on developing Cambodia’s 
economy into an “economy 4.0”, with a strong digital agenda and 

focusing on the growth of innovative and ‘’tech’’ SMEs. This includes the 
expansion of e-commerce, alongside building the required logistics- and digital infrastructure. These 
sectors have the potential to be a driving force for the country’s economy and its integration in global value 
chains. By acting as sounding board to the Royal Government, EuroCham makes sure that these 
developments also benefit our European entrepreneurs. 

Next to Cambodia’s digitalization, we believe there is also potential in the development of a qualitative agro-
processing industry, with a particular focus on sustainability and food safety. While there is considerable 
competitive pressure from neighboring countries in this field, the COVID-19 crisis has illustrated the 
importance of a further local development of this sector. 

Finally, needless to say that the EU’s 2030 Green Deal goals will inevitably affect Cambodia as a sourcing 
destination. We believe there is a good opportunity for companies and investors to surf the green wave in 
a wide array of sectors (from energy to construction to manufacturing) - with the right support from the Royal 
Government. 

investincambodia-eu.org        eurocham-cambodia.org                     csr-eurochamcambodia.org 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IytBkjxNopDC_EWnhk4wu_1vnE6EiKRj/view
https://investincambodia-eu.org/
http://www.eurocham-cambodia.org/
http://www.csr-eurochamcambodia.org/
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WHICH SECTOR DO THEY BELIEVE EUROPEAN COMPANIES ARE STRONGEST IN? 
EuroCham’s members are active in all types of industry and commerce in Cambodia and consist of both 
SMEs and large companies. Most European companies are active, and also particularly strong, in the 
services- and innovative sector. We believe Cambodia’s future development plans are able to create strong 
synergies with our European companies. 

WHAT WILL BE KEY TO ATTRACTING EUROPEAN COMPANIES TO INVEST IN CAMBODIA? 
EuroCham has been actively involved in outreach-activities since its founding, promoting Cambodia as a 
prime investment destination. By way of example, we recently presented Cambodia’s attractive investment 
environment to members of the Polish Chamber of Commerce. Since some time, we also run a dedicated 
website ‘’Invest in Cambodia” to provide more information about the country’s economic climate and to 
guide companies through the process of setting up their business in Cambodia. Cambodia is indeed a 
promising and still largely untapped market, but we should not be complacent. 

For example, the country’s young and 
relatively inexpensive workforce remains 
attractive, but competition by neighboring 
countries is fierce. Nonetheless, we believe 
interregional integration and increased 
interconnectivity with other ASEAN markets 
will add to the attractiveness of the country, 
particularly as a “+1 market” for companies 
already active in the region. Similarly, the 
recent bilateral FTA with P.R. China allows to 
promote Cambodia as a gateway to Asia. 
Hence, continuing to open up the Cambodian 
market will provide additional breathing space 
to the economy and foreign investors. 

At the same time, it is of paramount 
importance that Cambodia embarks on the 
process of embracing the EU’s 2030 Green 
Deal goals and that it acts in a consistent and 
forward-looking way when it seeks to meet the 

growing energy consumption needs of the country. Also increasing the protection offered to foreign 
investors up to ACIA standards, adherence to international engagements such as the country’s GATS 
commitments, increasing the level of education, providing legal certainty and stability and so forth should 
remain high on the agenda. 

WHAT CAN THEY BRING TO THE TABLE IN TERMS OF STANDARDS, EXPERTISE, SKILL TRANSFER…? 
European companies tend to attach significant weight to legal compliance and are generally very conscious 
of their social-and environmental responsibility.  Most European economies are heavily regulated and this 
ethos is often reflected in how European businesses are ran in Cambodia. This culture of corporate 
responsibility, where businesses even voluntarily assume obligations beyond the strict remit of the law, 
plays an important role in the establishment of a sustainable and durable economy which is able to deliver 
high-quality goods and services. 
Of course, to level the playing field between compliant and non-compliant companies, it is important that 
Cambodia’s grey and illicit economy is tackled and legal standards are raised for all. European companies 
are prepared to take on a pioneering role in this. 

Further, we note that many European companies have a merit-based culture, which attaches great weight 
to training of the workforce and knowledge transfer amongst employees. Cambodia should be wary of the 
“middle-income trap” and continue investing in education and vocational training, for example through 
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public-private partnerships. We feel that European companies through their demand of local skilled 
workforce may form a driver behind this. 

HOW DOES EUROCHAM WORK WITH THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT IN MAKING THE INVESTMENT 
DESTINATION CAMBODIA MORE ATTRACTIVE? 
EuroCham is the leading foreign business association 
active in advocacy in Cambodia. Through more than 10 
sectorial committees and 3 working groups, our members 
are able to voice their concerns and make policy 
recommendations to the Royal Government. One of our 
flagships is our annual “White Book”, which contains over 
200 pages of policy recommendations to the Royal 
Government on behalf of the European business 
community. We get very high response rates on these 
recommendations, which shows the Royal Government’s 
interest in adapting Cambodia’s investment climate to the 
actual needs in the field. 

Next to these formal exchanges, we are in a constant 
dialogue with line ministries and are frequently invited to 
all types of consultative meetings and fora. The fact that we 
are able to directly voice the needs of the European business sector adds to the quality of the legislative 
process. For example, EuroCham was particularly active in the consultation process on the new draft 
investment law, where we have worked face-to-face with teams from the CDC (Council for the Development 
of Cambodia) and the Ministry of Economy and Finance. Also through the G-PSF (Government-Private 
Sector Forum) we gladly share our experience and the concerns of the private sector. The possibility to 
have frank interactions with the Royal Government on a day-to-day basis is greatly appreciated by our 
members. 

FOR THE NEXT EDITION OF THE ADVOCACY BRIEFS (APRIL 2021) 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR 1 SME MEMBER TO INTERVIEW ON HIS/HER COMPANY’S ACTIVITIES AND 

EXPERIENCE DURING THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE, PLEASE EMAIL TO: ASSISTANT@EUROCHAM-CAMBODIA.ORG 

(first come, first served) 

Our selection of this month’s recommended reads 

 Click the icons to go to the online publication 

mailto:ASSISTANT@EUROCHAM-CAMBODIA.ORG
https://apacmed.org/content/uploads/2021/01/APACMed-Digital-Health-Regulation-in-APAC.pdf
https://www.kas.de/documents/264850/0/Cambodia+2040.+International+Relations+and+Governance.pdf/223a0bd6-e0ba-6095-60d1-57b5eb32c850?version=1.0&t=1614662591851
https://www.kas.de/documents/264850/264899/Renewable+Energy+and+Sustainable+Development+in+Southeast+Asia.pdf/97c13bd1-93d6-7ac9-2800-b00d46004a60?version=1.1&t=1612406297269
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35094/9781464816529.pdf
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2020-06/MSME_Recovery.pdf
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Not a MEMBER yet? Get some more info: 

DISCLAIMER 

The information provided in this newsletter does not constitute legal-, financial-, or professional advice of any kind and should not be taken as such. This newsletter is intended for general informational purposes only. All 

content is provided on an as is-basis, without warranty as to its accuracy, availability, comprehensiveness and/or without any other implied or express waranty. Readers should not act or not refrain from acting on the basis 

of information in this newsletter. Readers are strongly encouraged to timely seek competent legal advice at all times. This newsletter may contain hyperlinks to third-party sources, which are provided only for the convenience 

of the reader. Eurocham Cambodia does not recommend or endorse these third-party sources or their contents. EuroCham Cambodia, its employees, agents and representatives are not responsible for any errors or omissions 

and shall not be held liable for any damage arising out of or in connection with the publication of this newsleter.  

Did you know we have a great BUSINESS SERVICES offering, too? Find out more: 

Our professional services team can offer your company with expert advisory services (such as market surveys and -
analysis, business partner- and institutional research) and a wide array of support services, such as company 

trainings and workshops, business promotion, organisation of trade missions, and many more.

#30 Preah Norodom Boulevard, 3rd floor
Bred Bank building, P.O. Box 522 Phnom Penh, Cambodia

+855 23 964 141

info@eurocham-cambodia.org

eurocham-cambodia.org 
investincambodia-eu.org

csr-eurochamcambodia.org

PLATINUM PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS

TECHNOLOGY PARTNER

BRONZE PARTNERS

EUROPEAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN CAMBODIA

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanChamberOfCommerceInCambodia/?ref=br_rs
https://www.instagram.com/eurocham.cambodia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU7G5ygH2_ZGpGqvn6pgu4g
https://www.linkedin.com/company/3671634
https://twitter.com/EuroChamCam
https://sway.office.com/EQZoKQhiDlZ6sFrA?ref=Link
https://www.eurocham-cambodia.org/services/services_overview



